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Outcomes

• Review the purpose and planning process for launching 
theme-based schools in 2020-21.

• Describe services and actions to be implemented at 
Jefferson and Los Cerritos Elementary Schools.

• Outline next steps
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Why Theme-Based Schools?

• Offers unique, relevant and motivating learning 
experiences that tap into students’ interests and 
are specific to these schools:

Los Cerritos: Visual and Performing Arts 
(VAPA)

Jefferson: Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Mathematics (STEM)

• Supports STEM and VAPA Pathways in middle 
and high school.

• Has long term potential to attract students 
from other districts that do not offer these 
programs.
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Los Cerritos currently offers:

• PS Arts provides coaching and co-teaching to 
integrate drama in content areas in 4th and 5th

grades.

• Art instruction during collaboration rotations. Art 
Masters provides art instruction for all K-2 classes.

• AMAN Dancing provides dance instruction focusing 
on grade 3.

• Music instruction for all grade levels every other 
week.

• Harmony Project provides after school and Saturday 
instrumental instruction for interested 4th and 5th 
grade students.

Los Cerritos Elementary: 
Visual and Performing Arts, 2019-20
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Los Cerritos Elementary: 
Visual and Performing 
Arts,2020-21

• Add PS Arts Coaching to an additional two 
grade levels with a focus on embedding 
drama into Social Studies and Language 
Arts

• Add an extra grade level to participate in Art 
Masters

• Use existing K-5 Music Teacher to provide 
two additional days of music instruction 
every week.

• Provide Conga Kids Dance for 5th grade

• Offer Visual and Performing Arts Field Trips
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Projected Cost and Funding
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Service Projected Cost Funding Source

PS Arts – Two Grades $30,000 LCAP Supp./Concentration Funds

Art Masters – One Additional Grade $6,000 LCAP Supp./Concentration Funds

Conga Kids – 5th Grade $12,000 LCAP Supp./Concentration Funds

Extra Hourly Support to Schedule
Programs and Events

$6,000 LCAP Supp./Concentration Funds

TOTAL $54,000



Jefferson Elementary
Science, Technology, 
Engineering & Math, 2019-20

Jefferson currently offers:

• Designated AVID Showcase Elementary 
School.

• Cognitively Guided Instruction in math 
to develop students’ problem solving 
and conceptual understanding

• Science assembly presentations, and 
hands-on labs and activities from the 
Science Education Center
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Jefferson Elementary
Science, Technology, 
Engineering & Math, 2020-21

• Increase Science Education Center 
Presentations, Labs, and Activities to 
four sessions

• Implement new science adoption, Twig 
Science.

• Provide After School Mad Science 
classes and Mad Science Family Nights.

• Provide Science-based field trips.
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Projected Cost and Funding
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Service Projected Cost Funding Source

Science Education Center of California $7,800 LCAP Supp./Concentration Funds

Mad Science After School Sessions and 
Family Nights

$8,650 LCAP Supp./Concentration Funds

Extra Hourly Support to Schedule 
Programs and Events

$6,000 LCAP Supp./Concentration Funds

Total $22,450



Planning Process

November 2019 January 2020 February 2020 March 2020

• Visit to Juarez 
STEM Academy 
School in 
ABC Unified

• Team debriefed 
the visit and 
began 
brainstorming 
for Theme-
Based Schools 
in PUSD

• Awareness meeting 
with principals, 
Educational 
Services and 
Human Resources

• Principals from the 
two schools met 
with various groups 
for input and 
feedback: SSC, 
ELAC, PTA, 
Leadership

• Theme-Based 
Schools concept 
and plan shared 
with K- 5 principals.

• Principals from the 
two schools 
continued to meet 
with staff for input 
and feedback.

• Brochures planned 
and printed.

• Develop 
implementation plan 
for 2020-21

Share plan with 
DELAC and LCAP 
Committee

 Informational 
meetings with school 
and local community

Disseminate 
brochures at Open 
House

 Activities on hold due to 
closure
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Brochures
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Next Steps

Fall 

2020

Report progress of new programs with stakeholder groups

• School Site Council, ELAC, DELAC, LCAP Committee

Summer

2020

Develop criteria to measure short-term and long-term progress

• Short-term – key components of each program

• Long-term – increase student engagement, attendance and 
enrollment

Spring 

2020
Support implementation of funding for each new 
program by including in LCAP
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